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such a realisation.   ' Now/ he wrote, ' that we have
educated these people, their desire to take a larger
part in the management of their own domestic affairs
seems to me a legitimate and reasonable aspiration, and
I think there should be enough statesmanship amongst
us to contrive the means of permitting them to do so
without unduly compromising our imperial supremacy.'
Nor did he, in his internal policy, confine himself
to Liberal incantations.    His experience as an Irish
landlord had given him a practical sympathy with
tenants' rights together with great knowledge, and
even greater distrust, of unsound agricultural legis-
lation.   Among the most progressive of the adminis-
trative reforms which he introduced were those which
aimed at protecting the Indian peasant against those
by whom he was exploited.   By his Bengal Tenancy
Bill of 1895  he struck a just balance between the
rights of the rayah and the claims of the zemindar.
His Oudh Rent Act of 1886 and his Punjab Land
Tenures Bill of 1887 provided for increased security
of tenure and compensation for improvements effected.
The personal study which he gave to these legislative
measures was intense and prolonged.    It convinced
those who worked under him that the Viceroy's much
proclaimed brilliance had beneath it a hard-headed
Ulster foundation.   Lord Curzon (who possessed no
psychological acumen whatsoever) was always unable
to understand his predecessor's exquisite balance be-
tween the Scotch and Irish sides of his temperament.
His summary of Lord Dufferin's methods of work is
not  accurate  only,  but  also  illuminating;   yet  it
illuminates Lord Curson even more than it illuminates
Lord Dufferin: